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Vision
Our vision is to eliminate addiction as a major health problem.

Mission
We lead the fight against the deadly consequences of addiction 
and help patients, families, and communities affected by the 
disease.

Who We Are
The Addiction Policy Forum is a nationwide nonprofit 
organization dedicated to eliminating addiction as a major health 
problem. Our national headquarters are located in Washington, 
DC with resources and services in every state. 
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What We Do

Strategic Goals
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Help Families and Patients in Crisis
Provide new, effective resources and support for patients 
and families in crisis.

Integrate Treatment 
Develop resources, protocols and tools for physicians, 
healthcare systems and the workforce to integrate 
treatment of substance use disorders into healthcare.
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Prevent Addiction
Helping communities and families take steps to prevent 
addiction or find it at its earliest, most treatable stage.
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Advocate and Educate
Intensify the urgency around addiction and mobilize bold 
action through advocacy and engagement.

Raise Awareness
Educate, translate and communicate information about 
the disease of addiction to key stakeholders and 
audiences.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cassidy
Cassidy is one of the 192 people we lose each day to this disease.
Cassidy died of a Fentanyl overdose at age 22
Cassidy’s mother Charla writes: 
“Cassidy loved animals, singing, acting and music; she lived and did everything she loved in full throttle.” 
“Cassidy was more than her struggles and her disease.” 
“She was our sunshine, our beautiful and bright angel.”

Cassidy’s story: https://www.174aday.org/single-post/2017/05/01/Cassidy-C
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Anthony
Anthony lost his battle with addiction on May 24, 2016 
Anthony loved music, fishing and the outdoors. 
Anthony’s brother Gino writes:
Anthony was passionate about cooking, and often volunteered to make his family dinner and when he did, every plate was licked clean.
“The disease of addiction is a merciless, non-discriminatory devil. The loss of my big brother has created a sore on my heart that will never heal. We must fight to end this epidemic. We owe it to every life that has been lost.”

Anthony’s story: https://www.174aday.org/single-post/2016/07/13/Anthony-M



Addiction Policy Forum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emmett
Aimee Manzoni-D’Arpino‘s son Emmett is one of the 192 people we lose each day to this disease.
Aimee and her family lost Emmett on April 20, 2016 to a heroin overdose.
Aimee reminds us all that he was a caring, funny, smart young man adored by his younger siblings Zachary and Alice.
A brilliant student, he loved video games, BMX bikes and had a smile and charm that could light up a room.
Aimee has become a leading national advocate on behalf of families and patients in his honor and currently serves as Director of Community Outreach for the Addiction Policy Forum and State Chair for the Massachusetts chapter.

Emmett’s story: https://www.174aday.org/single-post/2016/05/26/Emmett
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April
April is one of the 192people we lose each day to this disease.
April passed away on March 12, 2014 after a seven year battle with addiction 
April’s mother Annie writes: 
April was a loving soul with a huge heart. Her smile lit up any room and her bubbly laughter was sweet music to the ears.
“The hardest thing I have ever done was to tell this 4-year-old girl that her mommy had died and what that meant. We love and miss my beautiful daughter every day and will for the rest of our lives.”

April’s story: https://www.174aday.org/single-post/2016/06/21/April
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Dillan and Matthew
Dillan passed away on December 30th, 2010 at the age of 19 
Matthew passed away on February 3rd 2016 at the age of 28
Dillan and Matthew are brothers, who were born on the exact same day, only four years apart. 
Dillan had a charismatic smile and gregarious personality that made you never want to leave his side and Matthew could charm the shirt right off your back.
Both boys were extremely outgoing, involved in sports; Matthew especially enjoyed football and basketball while Dillan excelled in baseball, hockey and, in his later years, chess.
Dillan and Matthew’s mother, Denise writes:
“Had they suffered from diabetes or skin cancer, they would have been provided the medical care and attention necessary to live a full life and you wouldn’t be reading about them now.”

Dillan and Matthew’s story: https://www.174aday.org/single-post/2017/04/16/Dillan-and-Matthew-B
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Cancer & Diabetes



How Do We
Respond to a
Disease?

1. Reduce the number of individuals 
that contract the disease.

2. Early detection and 
intervention/treatment for those 
diagnosed.

3. Improve survival rates. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we respond to a disease?
Reduce the number of individuals that contract the disease.
Early detection and intervention/treatment for those diagnosed.
Improve survival rates. 



Addiction Policy Forum

THANK YOU
A D D I C T I O N  P O L I C Y  F O R U M

@addictionpolicy

www.addictionpolicy.org

jnickel@addictionpolicy.org
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